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13 April 2023

Freedom of Information: Right to know request
Thank you for your request for information about news media reporting restrictions.

We received this request on 14 March 2023 and have considered it under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000.

Your request

You asked: ‘Are TV and Radio News Media outlets under any current restrictions regarding discussion
of, or reporting on, the WHO Pandemic Preparedness and Response Treaty?’

Our response

Ofcom has set no specific restrictions on the reporting or discussion of the Treaty. Broadcasters
licensed by Ofcom may broadcast discussions or reports on issues relating to the Treaty, provided
these broadcasts comply with the Broadcasting Code.

You may also find it useful to view our webpage on broadcast standards during the Coronavirus

pandemic, which contains guidance issued to broadcasters which outlines our approach to
enforcement of their regulatory obligations during the Coronavirus pandemic, and highlights issues
which may arise in broadcast content relating to the Coronavirus. This guidance does not include
instructions to broadcasters regarding how they should report on the Coronavirus, generally or in
relation to specific subject matter. It is an editorial decision for the individual broadcaster as to what
content it broadcasts and how to ensure it complies with the Code, consistent with broadcasters’
right to freedom of expression.

| hope this information is helpful. If you have any further queries, then please send them to

information.requests@ofcom.org.uk quoting the reference number above in any future
communications.

Yours sincerely,

Information requests

Ofcom Switchboard: +44 (0)20 7981 3000
Riverside House or +44 (0)300 123 3000
2a Southwark Bridge Road

London SE1 9HA www.ofcom.org.uk
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ofcom.org.uk%2Ftv-radio-and-on-demand%2Fbroadcast-codes%2Fbroadcast-code&data=05%7C01%7CGloria.Akinyemi%40ofcom.org.uk%7C26533301346b44c6fc8708db2ed67da4%7C0af648de310c40688ae4f9418bae24cc%7C0%7C0%7C638155270985454171%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BzfT5YYDIDHFuEGIt7EiTN1OEUFcWPTGBqq%2BfagSsJ4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ofcom.org.uk%2Ftv-radio-and-on-demand%2Finformation-for-industry%2Fguidance%2Fbroadcast-standards-and-coronavirus&data=05%7C01%7CGloria.Akinyemi%40ofcom.org.uk%7C26533301346b44c6fc8708db2ed67da4%7C0af648de310c40688ae4f9418bae24cc%7C0%7C0%7C638155270985454171%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LiJbwnIuc17uA1txP5u68304lPe7s6QbBS7vWAolls0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ofcom.org.uk%2Ftv-radio-and-on-demand%2Finformation-for-industry%2Fguidance%2Fbroadcast-standards-and-coronavirus&data=05%7C01%7CGloria.Akinyemi%40ofcom.org.uk%7C26533301346b44c6fc8708db2ed67da4%7C0af648de310c40688ae4f9418bae24cc%7C0%7C0%7C638155270985454171%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LiJbwnIuc17uA1txP5u68304lPe7s6QbBS7vWAolls0%3D&reserved=0
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If you are unhappy with the response you have received in relation to your request for information and/or consider that your request was
refused without a reason valid under the law you may ask for an internal review. If you ask us for an internal review of our decision, it will
be subject to an independent review within Ofcom.

The following outcomes are possible:
e the original decision is upheld; or
e the original decision is reversed or modified.

Timing

If you wish to exercise your right to an internal review you should contact us within two months of the date of this letter. There is no
statutory deadline for responding to internal reviews and it will depend upon the complexity of the case. However, we aim to conclude all
such reviews within 20 working days, and up to 40 working days in exceptional cases. We will keep you informed of the progress of any
such review. If you wish to request an internal review, you should contact information.requests@ofcom.org.uk.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a
decision. Further information about this, and the internal review process can be found on the Information Commissioner’s Office here.
Alternatively, the Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

Information Commissioner’s Office

Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

Cheshire

SK9 5AF
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