Ofcom

making communications work
for everyone

Consultation response form

Please complete this form in full and return to BBCThree.Assessment@ofcom.org.uk.

Consultation title Invitation to comment: Ofcom review of
proposed BBC Three television channel

Full name Ash Lawliet

Contact phone number <]

Representing (delete as appropriate) Self

Organisation name

Email address [3<]

Confidentiality

We ask for your contact details along with your response so that we can engage with you on this
consultation. For further information about how Ofcom handles your personal information and your
corresponding rights, see Ofcom’s General Privacy Statement.
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publish a reference to the contents of your
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Your response

Question

Question 1: Because the BBC’s proposal

involves the introduction of a new public
service channel, we do not consider that
further analysis is required to determine

materiality. If you disagree, please explain
why you consider the BBC’s published
proposals are not material.

Nothing

None

Yes

Your response

Confidential? = N

As a PSB, the BBC is indeed right in its beliefs to
provide additional content for the audience.
However, after several years of public scrutiny,
the BBC continue to show repeats ad nauseum
and has increasingly relied on “pop-up”
channels when such content could fill the
schedule in the gaps. In the research included,




Question 2: Do you consider that the BBC's
published proposals are clear in relation to
their scale (both in terms of financial resource

and in terms of reach and type of content) and
the timescales for implementation? If not,
please provide details of the areas where you
feel more clarity is required.

you will find that the BBC's output is mostly
News and Sports. While it can be argued that
events such as Euro 2020, Wimbledon and The
Olympics are “occasional”. This content has
consumed the listing even with the “Red Button
Services” delivered by the BBC. The BBC does
not know whether it wishes to stream content
or host content, and this is evident through its
sports coverage. Shows and “Regular Viewing”
are moved to the iPlayer whereas the sports
are in turn are given complete domination of
the schedules.

Launching — or in this case, relaunching BBC
Three — will create another channel which will
see nothing but repeats for the latter half of
the channel’s airtime, likely paired with a long
shutdown time, which does not represent the
real-world actuality and value for money of
launching another channel. Especially, with BBC
Four now becoming essentially an “archive
channel”.
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No. Further to the research included. A sample
of last week’s viewing schedule will show that
News and Sports take up the majority of
airtime. Which, having done samples of the BBC
schedule of the past, would have only been
filled with repeats on a “traditional
broadcasting week”. The type of content the
BBC wish to broadcast on BBC Three brings to
the table two problems. One — The reason why
“BBC Three” shows work on “BBC One” is not
because of their “demographic” but instead of
the nature of programming. Devolution of
content is the problem with the BBC. If a BBC
Three show is airing on BBC One, then it is a
“BBC One” show. Regardless of buffer or pre-
title identifier, many shows go on to work on
any other channel — as is evident with the
originally BBC Three show “Don’t tell the bride”
— which has gone on to air on E4 and Sky
respectively. The shows do not make the
channel, the tone of the channel makes the
shows work. Furthermore, as BBC Three was a
time-shift channel, the idea of sharing time-
shift channels with the under 25’s was a
premise that worked for those who didn’t have
catchup or PVR functionality. For “appointment
television” the whole television landscape (or




Question 3: Did the BBC’s consultation process
provide a suitable opportunity for you to set
out your views fully? If not, please provide
details.

Question 4: Please explain whether you
consider Ofcom should undertake a BCA or a
Shorter Assessment of the BBC’s proposal.

Question 5: Do you agree with the BBC’s
assessment in its public interest test about the
potential public value and/or market impact
of the proposal? Please provide any additional
information you may have to explain your
view.

BBC Branding) needs to reflect the commitment
to this, and it does not. “You can watch x on
iPlayer before airing but not y.” “We aren’t the
BBC of the past that relies on repeats but not
only have began showing repeats in prime-time
slots on BBC One but also in place of the body
of work on BBC Four.” “We want elderly license
fee payers to have value for money, but here’s
BBC Three”. It is this contradictory nature that
is confusing the vision and viewership of the
BBC. It is about time the BBC pools its content
and realises that people will (and have) stop
paying their TV licenses, or even stop watching
broadcasted content on a whole — with the
devolution of syndication and inherent
streaming wars — resulting to purchase content
directly from the distributor or Britbox (which
also nullifies the need for BBC Three).
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As somebody who is actively involved in
monitoring the changing landscape of media
broadcasting around the world. The
announcement from the BBC came out of
nowhere that BBC Three would be making a
comeback. | have not had the ability to present
my views as a viewer and a license fee payer —
especially it the scale and scope | would have
provided.
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OFCOM should realise that this is NOT a
feasible, logical, or effective move for the BBC
and is damaging in both the short and long
term. It would be wise to have this proposal
reviewed and amended, with the BBC realising
that this does not suit their model, especially
with Channel 4 being reviewed under the same
scope from the government albeit for different
criterion. It will undoubtedly anger further
viewers and send them to services provided by
larger studios outside of the country who can
satisfy more individualistic tastes on a faster
turnaround/quality and value scale.
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There are three types of people this launch
would be targeted at. One. The nostalgic BBC
Three viewer, who doesn’t realise that times
have changed and channels with repeats of
shows aired earlier that night do not contribute




Question 6: Does this proposal highlight any
significant market impact concerns which
might affect your products and services?
Please provide any additional information you
may have to explain how you consider the
launch of BBC Three television channel could
affect you if it goes ahead.

to a larger variety of programming, but instead,
prove that the content would have worked in
the same slots on pre-established channels.
Two. The new viewers who will realise that BBC
Three does not show what it could in the past
“such as Fox shows which have now been
paywalled by Disney+”. Three. The general
viewer who will ask why this is not on iPlayer,
the “10:30”pm slot or why is this being
produced by the BBC at all at the cost of my
license fee. Neither of the outcomes prove
beneficial. Additionally, the predecessors for
the age range the BBC wish to target with BBC
Three (CBBC and CBeebies respectively) all
suffer from mass repeats. Once again, this
doesn’t build cohesion between existing
channels and instead divides them further.
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Britbox, Freesat/Freeview’s future integration,
iPlayer’s relevance, and physical releases, still
popular with the elderly and 4K/8K early
adopters. None of the above provide a strong,
definitive marketing point for “BBC Three” and
what it, as a channel, can benefit for the BBC
brand both nationally and internationally. |
hope that OFCOM reviews and finds that this
launch is another demonstration of the BBC
wasting license fee payers money at a time
when people are leaving the license fee and the
elderly being pressed for money yet given no
content in return.
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ART OF PERSIA IMAGINE: HOCKNEY, THE QUEEN AND THE ROYAL PECULIAR FACETO F.
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Gardeners' World
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Coast Great Guides: England's South East

FILM: Scooby-Doo! Camp Scare (2010) THIS I
THIS IS CBEEBIES

Sportsday

19:40 19:45 19:50 19:55 20:00 20:05 20:10 20:15 20:20 20:25 20:30 20:35 20:40 20:45 20:50 20:55 21:00 21:05 21:10 21:15 21:20 21:25 21:30 21:35 21:40 21:45 21:50 21:55 22:00 22:05 22:10 22:15 22:20 22:25

FILM: Yesterday (2019)
Our Wild Adventures Mayans M

Maps: Power, Plunder and Possession World War Two: Behind Closed Doors

THIS I¢

THIS IS CBEEBIES

Sportsday

Hen Dy Newydd Yr Amgueddfa




5 22:40 22:45 22:50 22:55 23:00 23:05 23:10 23:15 23:20 23:25 23:30 23:35 23:40 23:45 23:50 23:55:

DO BLACK LIVES STILL MATTER

BOB ROSS: THE HAPPY PAINTER

22:30 22:35 22:40 22:45 22:50 22:55 23:00 23:05 23:10 23:15 23:20 23:25 23:30 23:35 23:40 23:45 23:50 23:55:
Crouchy's Year Late Euros: Live Bates Motel

Philly DA: Breaking the Law: Art of America

Afonydd Gwaedlyd

22:30 22:35 22:40 22:45 22:50 22:55 23:00 23:05 23:10 23:15 23:20 23:25 23:30 23:35 23:40 23:45 23:50.23:55:
Bad Influencer: The Great Insta Con

Petite Fille: Storyville Prejudice and Pride: The People's History of LG

5 CBBC

FILM: Gregory's Girl (1981)

22:30 22:35 22:40 22:45 22:50 22:55,23:00 23:05 23:10 23:15 23:20 23:25 23:30 23:35 23:40 23:45 23:50 23:55:
Question Time.

22:30 22:35 22:40 22:45 22:50 22:55 23:00 23:05 23:10 23:15 23:20 23:25 23:30 23:35 23:40 23:45 23:50 23:55:
Crouchy's Year Late Euros: Live

kd lang: BBC Four Session

22:30 22:35 22:40 22:45 22:50 22:55 23:00 23:05 23:10 23:15 23:20 23:25 23:30 23:35 23:40 23:45 23:50:23:55:
Crouchy's Year Late Euros: Live

at the BBC FILM: Pride (2014)
The Ruth Ellis Files: A Very British Crime Story The Killing Il

Jo

5 CBBC

Ee——

22:30 22:35 22:40 22:45 22:50 22:55 23:00 23:05 23:10 23:15 23:20 23:25 23:30 23:35 23:40 23:45 23:50 23:55:
FILM: Molly's Game (2017)

1.C. Mayans M.C.
Britain's Most Fragile Treasure
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BBC OUTPUT AVERAGE (wk 28/06/2021)

NEWS

OFF AIR

SPORT

ORIGINAL

REPEAT

FILM

m]l m2 3 m4 m5 m6





