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1. About this document 
This document is a guide to using Ofcom’s System Information System (SIS). The SIS provides 

information on how radio spectrum issued in the UK, the types of Wireless Telegraphy (WT) Act 

licences available from Ofcom and details of when licences are traded.  

Finding the SIS 

The SIS is made up of four areas, these are: 

1. Spectrum Overview –provides visual information on the spread of allocations and 

applications across the spectrum. 

2. Allocation/Application details – details information relating to specific allocations or 

applications. 

3. Licences – provides information on a range of Ofcom licences including who has been 

assigned spectrum at specific locations. 

4. Licence trades – records all spectrum frequency trades. 

 

The SIS is most easily accessed from the Spectrum area of the Ofcom website 

(www.ofcom.org.uk/spectrum ). As pictured below, once on the Spectrum landing page of the 

Ofcom website, the Spectrum information link will take you to the SIS. 

 

 

 

http://www.ofcom.org.uk/spectrum
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Entry to the SIS is then via the prominent link (pictured below) or by using the direct address 

www.ofcom.org.uk/spectrum/information. 

 

Open DATA and the SIS 

Ofcom follows open data principles, making the data it collects and creates available to the public 

wherever possible. The information contained within the SIS is available to download from Ofcom as 

Open Data and subject to a licence. More on Open Data can be found at 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/data/opendata.  

Ofcom uses the Open Government Licence, a copy of which can be found at 

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/. 

Ofcom’s commitment to analysing and releasing information on 
spectrum use 

Making the SIS and other spectrum information available is an important part of Ofcom’s Annual 
Plan 2018/19. The plan indicates that: 

We release information on spectrum use in an open format, including by publishing 
interactive spectrum maps to analyse the various geographic aspects of spectrum use, to 
enable stakeholders to better understand how spectrum is used.  

  

http://www.ofcom.org.uk/spectrum/information
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/data/opendata
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/112427/Final-Annual-Plan-2018-19.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/112427/Final-Annual-Plan-2018-19.pdf
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2. Using the Spectrum Overview 
This screen allows you to view spectrum allocations for sectors such as Land Mobile or Broadcasting. 

You can search the overview by using pre-defined criteria or by entering a specific start and end 

frequency. You can combine criteria such as Frequency Range (VHF) and Allocation Name (Land 

Mobile) 

  

Allocation or application information 

 

You can select whether to display information on allocations or applications by selecting the 

appropriate button. Allocation information provides information on what general service the 

spectrum has been allocated to. Application information provides information on the specific licence 

product or licence exempt device. 
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Pre-Defined Range 

Select a value from the list below to view allocations in that frequency range. 
 

 

Specific Frequencies 

Click into the frequency fields and enter the values to select to and from. You have a choice of 
frequency unit as well. 
 

 

Allocation Name 

Select from the list to view the frequency allocations for sectors such as Business Radio or Fixed 
Links. You can select more than one value. 
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Bands 

This list allows you to drill further into the frequency ranges in use for a band. Click on a frequency 

range to view allocations, footnotes and applications for the range selected. 

 

Allocations and Applications 

The Allocations/Applications tab provides further detailed information on spectrum use. Just like the 

Spectrum View page, you can change between Allocations and Application information by selecting 

the appropriate button. 

  

Allocation footnotes 

This provides information on ITU Radio Regulation, European Commission decisions and UK rules 

concerning the use of a specific frequency band. 
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Applications 

This provides information on the applications that use the selected frequency band. It identifies the 

Ofcom licence product or licence-exempt device that is authorised to use the frequency. The table 

provides information on the method of application, where the band is open for licensing, whether 

the licence is tradable and the number of licences currently on issue. 

 

Applications to Licences 

If you right click on a row in Applications, you have an option to view licences using that frequency 

range. Select Licences and you can navigate to the Licences screen. 
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3. UK Frequency Allocations 
This screen allows you to view the UK Frequency Allocation Table. This is also referred ot as the 

UKFAT. It also shows the internationally agreed spectrum allocations of the International 

Telecommunication Union (ITU). You can search the table using pre-defined criteria or a specific 

start and end frequency. You can combine criteria such as Bands and Allocation Name. 

Pre-Defined Range 

Select a value from the list below to view allocations in that frequency range. 
 

 
 

Specific Frequencies 

Click into the frequency fields and enter the values to select to and from. You have a choice of 
frequency unit as well. 
 

 

Allocation Name 

Select from the list to view the frequency bands for an allocation such as Land Mobile. 
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Frequency Allocations – drill down 

Click on a frequency range in the Allocations part of the screen to view footnotes and to see a more 
detailed breakdown of which sector uses a particular frequency range. 
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4. Licences Page 
To access the Licences section of the portal click on 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/spectrum/information/spectrum-information-system-sis/spectrum-

information-portal. Click on View Details in the Licences section of the screen. 

There are different methods to retrieve data using this area of the portal and you can combine 

search criteria to reduce the results returned to you. The text and pictures below are examples of  

some useful searches. 

Navigation 

To view or exit full screen mode use this icon on the bottom right of the screen. 

 

You can clear the portal of any search criteria you have entered by clicking on the Reset button 

which you will find on the right-hand side of the screen below the Licences Trades button. 

 

 

Licence Trades / Spectrum View / Allocation/Application 

If you wish to use the other applications to view licence trades or spectrum allocation click on the 

icons at the top of the screen. 

 

 

Before you start 

The system automatically defaults to satellite services when you first open the form. Uncheck the 

Satellite Services box if you do not wish to view Satellite data. 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/spectrum/information/spectrum-information-system-sis/spectrum-information-portal
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/spectrum/information/spectrum-information-system-sis/spectrum-information-portal
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Retrieve all licence data 

If you wish to view all licence records that are stored in our licensing system you do not need to 

select any criteria on the licences screen — the default view is to retrieve all data for Business Radio, 

Fixed Links, Maritime Radio and Satellite Services. Please note:due to the large volume of licences 

this may take some time to load.  

 

 

Search by Sector - Business Radio 

Click on the Business Radio checkbox to retrieve all Technically Assigned and Area Defined licences. 
You can can then view these in the Licence Details section of the screen. 
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Search by Product 

You can retrieve either Area Defined or Technically Assigned licences by selecting the product. 
 

 

 

Search by Licensee Company 

Click in the field showing All. This shows the Search Window and will retrieve compatible names as 
you type. For example, the search example below shows Ofcom company licenses.  Click on an item 
from the list to view any live licences in the Licence Details section. 
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Search by Licence Number 

Click in the field showing All. This shows the Search Window and will retrieve compatible numbers as 
you type. Click on the licence number to view a licence in the Licence Details section. For example, 
783 returns any licences that have that entry as part of the licence number. 
 
Click on the licence number to view in the Licence Details section 
 

 
 

 
 

Search by Region/Area 

Click in the field showing All. This shows the Search Window and will retrieve compatible regions as 
you type. For example, the search example below shows searching the term mount Click on an item 
from the list to view licences in the relevant region or area and Licence Details section. Licences that 
have a station address that contains the value selected are displayed 

 
 

Search by Product and map area selection 

Choose a product such as Technically Assigned and click on a map square such as TR. This will 
retrieve licences using the criteria selected and they are displayed in the Licence Details section and 
on the map. Click on a dot in the map to highlight a licence to view details. 
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View licences by Licensee Company 

If you select a company from the Licences by Licensee Company section those licences are displayed 

in licence details. 

 

 

Select licences using a frequency range. 

Choose a Predefined range from VHF (30 - 300 MHz) or UHF (300 - 1000 MHz) to retrieve any 

licences within that frequency range. You can combine with other criteria such as Sector/Application 

and Region/Area. Alternatively, you can enter specific frequencies to search from and to. 
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Licence Details 

To view all data shown in this section you canscroll to the right or right click anywhere on a licence 

number row and choose Show Data. 

This gives you a new page showing all data. To return to the previous screen select Back to Report 

from the top left of the screen. 
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Licence Details 

To return to the previous screen select Back to Report from the top left of the screen.   

 

 

Transmitter/Receiver Details 

To return to the previous screen select Back to Report from the top left of the screen.  This section has site, antenna and frequency details 
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5. Licence Trades 
The Default view shows all trades from 21st December 2009 to the present day. There are several 
options to refine your search and you can use more than one criteria as part of your search. For  
example, you can search using Trade Date and Licence Service. 
 
You can click on any column within the results window and filter by that column in ascending or 
descending order. 
 

Sort by trade date 

Use the slider or type a date into the two date fields to retrieve records that fall between two dates. 
 

 
 

Licence Service 

Select from the list to view trades for that sector(s). 
 

 
 

Status 

Select from the list to view trades that match the criteria. 
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Buyer / Seller 

Click in the field showing All. , this shows the Search Window, no need for % or *, system will 
retrieve compatible names as you type.  Click on an item from the list to view any trades associated 
with a trade(s). Click in the field showing All. This shows the Search Window and will retrieve 
compatible names as you type.  
 

Traded Licence Number / New Licence Number 

Click in the field showing All. This shows the Search Window and will retrieve compatible numbers. 
Click on the licence number to view a licence in the Details section. 
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6. Feedback Spectrum information portal 

Via email 

Please direct any feedback on your experience of the spectrum information portal to: 

spectrumportalfeedback@ofcom.org.uk 

In writing 

If you would prefer to submit your feedback in writing please send it to: 
 
Spectrum Portal Feedback 
Ofcom  
Riverside House  
2a Southwark Bridge Road  
London  
SE1 9HA 
Switchboard: 0300 123 3000 or 020 7981 3000  
Fax: 020 7981 3333 

mailto:spectrumportalfeedback@ofcom.org.uk

